
Festival City Vision To 2030 
Thank you for taking the time to provide us with your feedback on 'Vision for a Sustainable Festival City 2030'. 
Edinburgh’s Festivals have been a core part of our city identity since their beginnings in 1947 after World War 
Two.  Our first festivals sought to use culture as a healing balm to bring peoples and nations together in celebration 
of our common humanity and help ‘the flowering of the human spirit’. 
 
Over the years that spirit has been sustained, making Edinburgh a unique cultural hub bringing people together from 
near and far to reflect on and shape the culture of their times.  The development of this local, national and global 
asset has been supported in the past fifteen years by two successive festival city ‘Thundering Hooves’ strategies. 
  
Now the seismic changes in our current ways of life present a moment to take an overview of the principles for 
future development of the festivals and the wider festival city.  A draft 2030 Festival City Vision has been developed 
by the key stakeholders and funders of the Festivals Forum, along with Edinburgh’s Festivals. 
 
We invite people to respond to this draft Vision, and how it can be best taken forward, by providing us with answers 
to the questions below - by Friday 25 February 2022.  You can download a pdf copy of the questions for 
reference here. 
 
All comments will be shared with the Edinburgh Festivals and the Festivals Forum - and a summary of feedback will 
be published on our website - to inform the development of a final 2030 vision and strategy statement in 2022, as a 
successor to Thundering Hooves 2.0 published in 2015. However if you have any comments you would like to make 
to us in confidence, please include these in your answer to the final question and flag that they are in confidence. 
 

Your Details 
Please note that we are not asking for any personal information, beyond your name and any organisational 
connections, and will delete all such information on completion of this process.    
 
Q1. Name   

 
 
Q2. In what capacity are you answering these questions?   

As a representative of an organisation 

As an individual, not representing any organisation 
 
Q3. If answering as a representative, what is the name of the organisation you are representing?   

 
 
Q4. If answering as an individual, where are you resident?   

Edinburgh 

Outside Edinburgh but in the Lothians 

Elsewhere in Scotland 

Outside Scotland but in the UK 

Outside the UK 
 

Background: Our past, present and future 
Facing the global challenges of our time, people are more interdependent than ever before - and culture goes to the 
heart of what connects us. The ability of the Edinburgh Festivals to connect people and ideas at local, national and 
international levels is a rare asset that thrives on constant re-imagination. Edinburgh, Scotland and the UK are rightly 
proud of our city’s festivals heritage – generations of citizens have taken part in inspiring new experiences, and the 
festivals in turn have shown us as pioneers in contemporary creativity on a citywide and national scale. 



 
We all know that the world is changing faster than ever - even before the global pandemic crisis of 2020 - and that 
yet deeper challenges to wellbeing, livelihoods, intercultural understanding and the health of our planet will face us 
in the years to come. The way people are now being drawn to culture to find meaning, joy and balance in their lives 
echoes the founding spirit of the festivals after World War Two. Now is the time to map out how Edinburgh needs to 
future proof our world-leading festival city so we can be at the forefront of leading positive change. 
 
There is no returning to the status quo: rather a transition to a new future is needed, with solidarity and 
sustainability as guiding values. Success means achieving a balance of cultural, social, economic and environmental 
sustainability. For a thriving future, the festivals want to be able to do even more to support people’s quality of life 
and social bonds. 
 
At the same time Edinburgh’s festivals have a vital role to play in helping to restore a healthy economy across the 
city and wider region, to offer rewarding work and share the opportunities and benefits widely. Sustaining 
Edinburgh’s place as host to a reimagined world-class festivals cluster will also deliver nationwide benefits for 
wellbeing and creative work, and help to rebuild the global standing of our city and nation through a new 
internationalism. 
  

Vision Statement & Principles 
Edinburgh’s international festivals are committed to developing Scotland’s capital as a beacon of creative and 
intellectual excellence for the new future that societies worldwide must create. Our festivals will do this by 
connecting local with global as we bring together people and ideas to nurture the human spirit. To realise a truly 
sustainable future, all those who can lead change need to join forces and help address the key challenges – securing 
Edinburgh’s world leading festival city for the generations to come. By nurturing distinctive, inclusive, sustainable 
and outward-looking festivals, we will bring people together to champion the human connections that can help 
people navigate the unknown in our disrupted and potentially destructive age. 
 
The Festival City Vision comprises eight principles - highlighted in the image below - reflecting different dimensions 
of excellence in how a world-leading sustainable festival city could look and feel by the year 2030. These principles 
provide an agenda to influence the positive changes seen as crucial to the future success of our city and Scotland’s 
cultural capital - while also identifying the headlines of a programme of innovation, future proofing and leadership to 
address key needs and serve as a model for the vital role culture will play in sustainable city futures.   
  

 



 
Q5. Slide the scale to indicate how much you agree or disagree with the Vision Statement and Principles.   

Strongly Disagree  Strongly Agree 

Q6. What, if anything, do you think is missing from the Vision Statement and Principles?   

 
 
Q7. Do you have any other comments on the Vision Statement and Principles?   

 

 
Taking The Vision Forward   
 
Q8. What do you think are the key opportunities and challenges in taking this Vision forward?  0 

 
 
Q9. Of these opportunities and challenges which do you think are the most important in taking this Vision forward?   

 
 
Q10. Please feel free to provide us with any additional comments on our Festival City Vision?  0 

 
 
 


