
MEDIA PACK

Edinburgh is the world’s leading 
festival city, presenting an 
unforgettable and unparalleled 
mix of cultural experiences set in 
a UNESCO World Heritage site - 
one of the most iconic and historic 
cities in the world.
In 1947 the Edinburgh Festivals, led by the Edinburgh 
International Festival, were born out of global conflict 
as a platform to celebrate art and culture and to bring 
nations together once again. That same year saw the 
origins of the Edinburgh Festival Fringe and 
Edinburgh International Film Festival.  As these 
festivals grew into world leading celebrations of art 
and culture, science, film and military grandeur 
joined, creating a unique year-round festival offering 
of international excellence and an inescapable part of 
Edinburgh’s identity.

Today what happens in Edinburgh could not happen 
anywhere else. Its combination of medieval closes, 
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cobbled streets, underground vaults and Georgian 
grandeur offers itself to visitors as soon as they arrive; 
but to truly get under the skin of the city there is no 
better time than during one of Edinburgh’s major 
festivals. The festivals inhabit every corner of the 
historic city - from grand concert halls to private 
Georgian gardens and from residents’ living rooms to 
the Castle Esplanade, the city is in every way the 
Festivals’ stage. 

Distinctively Scottish, yet profoundly international, 
Edinburgh’s festivals represent Scotland at 
its most confident, its most open and its most creative. 
They offer an incomparable international platform and 
springboard for Scottish talent and companies from 
around the world.

Every year the festivals bring together artists, 
audiences and thinkers from every continent  
and over 80 countries, transforming Edinburgh and 
creating one of the most vibrant stages  
for global entertainment, debate, performance and 
visual arts.

Email: beth.thoms@festivalsedinburgh.com 
Tel: + 44 (0) 131 529 7377 or + 44 (0) 7538 542823 
Web: www.edinburghfestivalcity.com/media

#festivalcityedinburghfestivals@edfests edinburghfestivals

Share your Edinburgh Festival City experience via social media



  Edinburgh’s Festivals peak during August, when more than 
25,000 artists, entertainers and thinkers populate the city 
with over 1,000 shows per day

Edinburgh’s Festivals generate over £313m for the 
Scottish economy and create the equivalent of 6,021 full-
time jobs each year

  The number of tickets sold for Edinburgh’s festival events 
are on a par with the FIFA World Cup, both being second 
only to the Olympic Games

  Some of the best-known names in entertainment got their 
big break at the Edinburgh Festivals, including: Hugh Laurie, 
Billy Connolly, Emma Thompson and JK Rowling  

  Founded in 1989, the Edinburgh Science Festival was the 
world’s first public celebration of science and technology. It 
remains Europe’s largest with over 250 events and 
activities across the city 

     The Edinburgh’s International Children’s Festival, Scotland’s 
International festival of the performing arts for children and 
young people. The Festival is attended by children and 
young people, their families, teachers and carers, 
showcasing work of exceptional quality for all ages from 
babies through to young adults

  Established in 1947, the Edinburgh International Film 
Festival is the longest continuously running film festival in 
the world

  The Edinburgh Jazz and Blues  Festival was set up in 1978 
by banjo-player and guitarist, Mike Hart

  Edinburgh Art Festival        is the UK’s largest   annual festival 
dedicated to visual art, around 90% of which is free to 
attend

 The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo is an event of a lifetime 
attended by an audience of 220,000 every year with a further 
100 million watching it on television across the world

  The Edinburgh Festival Fringe is the largest arts festival in the 
world. The festival remains completely open access and the 
Fringe programme features over 3,000 shows across around 
300 different venues 

  The world’s first ever publicly commercially available  mobile 
phone  app was demonstrated on the streets of Edinburgh in 
1999 at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe

  Long ranked as one of the most important cultural celebrations 
in the world, the Edinburgh International  Festival               was established 
in 1947 to bring people together in the wake of global conflict. 
The Festival welcomes artists     from 40 nations            to perform in 
Scotland’s capital city

 The Edinburgh International Book Festival is the largest of its 
kind and hosts over 900 participants from over 60 different 
countries around the world

  The Scottish International  Storytelling Festival is inspired by the 
Scottish ceilidh tradition and its sense of togetherness, a 
community gathering full of tales, anecdotes, music, songs and 
ballads

  Edinburgh hosts the world’s favourite New Year celebration, 
Edinburgh’s Hogmanay, kicking off on 30 December with 
torchbearers blazing a fiery trail through the medieval heart of 
Edinburgh

The ‘thrust’ or ‘apron’ stage was first used as part of  
The Edinburgh International Festival at The Assembly Hall in 
1948. The staging innovation was transformative in releasing 
the actor from the confines of the stage and is now used in 
theatres, concerts and stadiums all over the world

FESTIVAL FACTS 
AND FIGURES



With a week full of Scottish and international 
theatre, dance and performance for children and 
young people, the Edinburgh’s International 
Children’s Festival is one of the world's leading 
festivals for this age group. The festival also goes 
on tour throughout Scotland after its Edinburgh 
run.

Dates: 20 - 31 May 2020
www.imaginate.org.uk/festival/ 
Executive Director: Noel Jordan
Press enquiries and accreditation: Marion 
Bourbouze
e: marion@imaginate.org.uk 
t: + 44 (0) 131 225 8050

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL

Set against the dramatic backdrop of Edinburgh 
Castle, this 100-minute performance is a unique 
blend of music, ceremony, entertainment and 
theatre, presenting over 1,000 military and 
civilian performers every night. It ends with a 
spectacular firework display and the poignant 
refrain of the lone piper.

Dates: 7-30 August 2020
www.edintattoo.co.uk
Festival Director: Brigadier David Allfrey MBE 
Press enquiries: 
e: marketing@edintattoo.co.uk 
t: +44 (0) 131 226 4783

THE ROYAL EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO

More than 40 museums, galleries and pop-up 
spaces come together in August to programme 
the Edinburgh Art Festival, with around 90% of 
the festival free to attend. It presents the best, 
most exciting and intriguing work in visual arts 
practice, often in unexpected spaces and 
places across the city.

Dates: 30 July - 30 August 2020 
www.edinburghartfestival.com 
Festival Director: Sorcha Carey 
Press enquiries: 
Jim Cowan 
e: jim@edinburghartfestival.com 
t: + 44 (0) 131 226 6558

EDINBURGH ART FESTIVAL

The biggest festival of its kind in Britain presents 
over 150 gigs over 10 days. The best 
international musicians rub shoulders with top 
Scottish talent to present unique collaborations 
and outstanding musicianship. Highlights of 
previous programmes include Roy Hargrove, Joe 
Temperley, Chick Corea, David Murray, China 
Moses and Van Morrison.

Dates: 17 - 26 July 2020 
www.edinburghjazzfestival.co.uk 
Festival Director: Roger Spence 
Press enquiries: 
Fiona Alexander 
e: fiona@adjazz.co.uk 
t: + 44 (0) 131 467 5200

EDINBURGH JAZZ AND BLUES FESTIVAL

The Edinburgh International Film Festival 
pioneered the showcasing of the best 
international film and documentary genres. Past 
premières have included Dr Zhivago, Taxi Driver, 
Manhattan, Blade Runner, Back to the Future, 
Pulp Fiction, ET: The Extra Terrestrial, The 
Motorcycle Diaries, and Oscar® triumph The 
Hurt Locker.

Dates: 17 - 28 June 2020
www.edfilmfest.org.uk
Festival Director: Mark Adams 
Press enquiries: 
e: press@edfilmfest.org.uk 
t: + 44 (0) 131 228 4051
Press accreditation: 
www.edfilmfest.org.uk/press/register

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL
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Edinburgh’s annual Science Festival is the world’s 
first celebration of science and technology, and 
one of Europe’s largest science festivals. The two-
week event gives audiences both old and young 
amazing experiences through a programme of 
events exploring science in all its forms 

Dates: 4-19 April 2020
www.sciencefestival.co.uk 
Festival Director: Simon Gage 
Press enquiries and accreditation: Emma 
Pirie
e: Emma@scifest.co.uk 
t: + 44 (0) 131 553 0325

EDINBURGH SCIENCE FESTIVAL



Theatre, comedy, dance, physical theatre, music, 
children’s shows, exhibitions, musicals, street 
performers and much more take place in over 300 
venues in Edinburgh. The programme depends 
entirely on the entrepreneurship of its participants. 
Anyone with a show to produce and a venue 
willing to host them can take part; there is no 
artistic vetting of the shows on offer.

Dates: 7-31 August 2020 
www.edfringe.com
Chief Executive: Shona McCarthy 
Press enquiries and accreditation:  
e: media@edfringe.com 
t: + 44 (0) 131 240 1919

EDINBURGH FESTIVAL FRINGE

For centuries live oral storytelling, blended with 
music and song, has carried Scotland’s voices from 
generation to generation - and round the world. The 
Storytelling Festival is a ten-day celebration of 
traditional and contemporary storytelling, oral 
traditions and cultural diversity, bringing together 
artists and audiences from Scotland and beyond.

Dates: 19 - 31 October 2020
www.tracscotland.org/festivals
Festival Director: Donald Smith
Press enquiries and accreditation: Annemarie 
Froemke 
e: annemarie@tracscotland.org 
t: + 44 (0) 131 652 3272

SCOTTISH INTERNATIONAL STORYTELLING FESTIVAL

Join revellers from over 80 countries who 
celebrate New Year in Edinburgh, the 
‘Home of Hogmanay’. The 3-day festival begins 
with the Torchlight Procession with torchbearers 
processing through the medieval heart of 
Edinburgh. On 31 December, dance beneath the 
stars at the Street Party, with live music stages, 
traditional ceilidh dancing and the Midnight 
Fireworks lifting from Edinburgh Castle, when the 
crowds break into a memorable rendition of Auld 
Lang Syne.

Dates: 30 December 2020 - 1 January 2021 
www.edinburghshogmanay.com
Festival Directors:  
Ed Bartlam and Charlie Wood  
Press enquiries and accreditation: Susie Gray 
e: susie@thecornershoppr.com  
t: + 44 (0) 131 202 6220

EDINBURGH’S HOGMANAY

The Edinburgh International Book Festival is the 
largest public celebration of ideas and the written 
word in the world. Over 900 participants from 55 
different countries are welcomed to the elegant 
surroundings of Charlotte Square Gardens in the 
historic heart of Edinburgh, the world’s first 
UNESCO City of Literature. Visitors come to the 
gardens to soak up the atmosphere, take part in 
creative workshops and attend meet-the-author 
events.

Dates: 15 - 31 August 2020
www.edbookfest.co.uk
Festival Director: Nick Barley
Press enquiries: Frances Sutton 
e: press@edbookfest.co.uk  
t: + 44 (0) 131 718 5654
Press accreditation:
www.edbookfest.co.uk/press-office/accreditation

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL

Inaugurated in 1947 as a celebration of peace 
through the arts, the Edinburgh International 
Festival show-cases the very best and most 
prestigious international companies. Featuring 
opera, music, theatre and dance from around the 
world, the International Festival is one of the most 
accessible events in its league.

Dates: 7-31 August 2020 
www.eif.co.uk 
Festival Director: Fergus Linehan 
Press enquiries: Hugo Mintz 
e: press@eif.co.uk   
t: + 44 (0) 131 473 2020 
Press accreditation: https://www.eif.co.uk/
about/media-resources

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
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