FESTIVALS 2025 — ACTIVITY/AUDIENCE SUMMARY

Edinburgh’s eleven major festivals (described in Table 1) take place throughout the year, bringing
cultural, social, employment and economic benefit to the citizens of the city and region. This brief
overview highlights their 2025 activity in individual summaries presented in date order. The data
contained in this report was provided by the City of Edinburgh Council from submissions made to
them by the individual festivals listed below. Please note: Online figures have not been collected
from 2025 because most festivals have returned primarily to in-person live events following the
online performance period 2021 to 2023 during and after the COVID-19 pandemic.

Table 1: Edinburgh’s Eleven Festivals, by date

Festival 2025 Dates

Brief Description

Spring Festivals

Edinburgh Science
Festival

5 April to 20 April

The world’s first science festival and one of
Europe’s largest

Edinburgh International
Children’s Festival

24 May to 1 June

World renowned children’s festival presenting
exceptional theatre and dance for young
audiences

Summer Festivals

Film Festival

Edinburgh Jazz and Blues | 11 to 20 July The UK’s largest independently run jazz and

Festival blues festival

Royal Edinburgh Military | 1to 23 August An iconic Edinburgh institution and one of

Tattoo Scotland’s leading cultural brands

Edinburgh International 1 to 24 August Founded in 1947, the world’s leading

Festival performing arts festival, featuring the finest
performers in dance, opera, music and
theatre

Edinburgh Festival Fringe | 1to 25 August One of the world’s great celebrations of
performing arts, with a purpose to give
anyone a stage and everyone a seat, inspiring
a global movement of over 300 Fringe
Festivals

Edinburgh Art Festival 7 to 24 August The UK’s largest annual festival of visual arts,
including a programme of public realm
commissions

Edinburgh International 9 to 24 August A world leading celebration of books and

Book Festival ideas

Edinburgh International 14 to 20 August The world’s longest continually running film

festival, emphasising new talent, discovery
and innovation

Autumn/Winter Festivals

22 Octoberto 1
November

Scottish International
Storytelling Festival

Inspired by Scottish tradition and centred
around the world’s first purpose-built centre
for storytelling

Edinburgh’s Hogmanay
January

29 December to 1

Edinburgh’s iconic New Year party, highlighted
as one of the ‘top 100 things to do before you
die’




OVERVIEW

The Edinburgh Festivals in 2025 were a major success, with attendances of c4m from c100 countries
—and Edinburgh residents representing nearly 40% of audiences, demonstrating once again how our
citizens are the very lifeblood of the festivals.
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The table below shows the total attendance and the number of unique attendees for the 2023 and
2025 periods. The data for attendances has been provided by the individual Festivals. The number of
attendees is derived from the survey data on the number of events attended/per visitor type, noting
that this figure was originally calculated for the 2022 calendar year as part of the latest festivals
economic impact study and has been deemed a useful proxy for the subsequent calendar years
[Source: BOP Consulting 2023].

Table 2: Attendances and Attendees at Edinburgh’s Festivals

Year Attendance Attendees Attendance per Attendee
2023 3,447,973 749,559 4.6
2024 3,914,838 851,052 4.6
2025 4,005,942 870,857 4.6

Despite the positive atmosphere, there was an underlying message about the fragility of the arts
community and the need to support artists. 2024 also confirmed the anecdotal evidence that the
days of most festival goers buying their tickets months in advance are behind us. The trend of later
booking patterns has remained in place post-pandemic, with people unwilling to commit well in
advance, not just for fear of cancellation but because of the thought that something better might
arise.

Our festivals seek to counter such trends by emphasising the unique nature of their cultural
programmes and the fact — borne out by our audience research — that the Edinburgh Festivals are a
place of extraordinary experiences and cultural discovery.



INDIVIDUAL FESTIVAL REPORTS

Edinburgh Science Festival [5 to 20 April 2025]

The 2025 Edinburgh Science Festival explored the theme of
Spaceship Earth through a diverse array of programming for all
ages. With a total audience of more than 110,000 visitors from
near and far, the Festival remains a key event in Edinburgh’s
cultural calendar.

The Festival brought the wonders of STEM to 29 venues across
Edinburgh and its surroundings, with engaging events for
visitors of all ages and backgrounds, showcasing that STEM is
truly for all. We’re committed to breaking down barriers to
access, whether those obstacles are systemic or financial: 84%
of our audience attended free events, we offered 7 BSL-
interpreted events, and we welcomed 10 community groups
and 872 school pupils from high-SIMD areas for free visits to
our family venue DiscoverylLab. 54% of our speakers identified
as female or non-binary.

We showcased multidisciplinary creatives working across
artforms, highlighting the intersections of science, art, and
culture across our programming. The Spaceship Earth
exhibition at the National Museum of Scotland explored the
future of sustainability through collaborations with 76
creatives, with newly-commissioned sci-fi writings illustrated by
graphic illustrators from Edinburgh College of Art, displayed
alongside winning entries from our Scotland-wide sci-ku
(science haiku) competition for young people. The wider
Festival offered visitors the chance to enjoy sculpture, classic
film, music and visual arts, platforming local and international
creatives and creating career opportunities for developing
artists.

The Festival offers our audiences the opportunity to hear from
world-leading figures in STEM: our 2025 line-up featured Prof
Richard Dawkins, NASA astronaut Dr Kathy Sullivan, The Great
British Sewing Bee’s Patrick Grant, Turkiye’s first astronaut
Alper Gezeravci, sustainability expert Prof Mike Berners-Lee
and climate scientist Prof Johan Rockstrom. The surgeons
behind the UK’s first successful womb transplant shared their
extraordinary story just days after the resulting birth hit
headlines around the world

“SCIENCE
FESTIVAL

SAT 5-SUN 20
APRIL

'SPACESHIP EARTH |

EDINBURGH
SCIENCE

BOOKING HOTLINE: 0131 553 0320  ONLINE BOOKING: sciencefestivalcouk
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Edinburgh International Children’s Festival [24 May to 01 June 2025]

A performance programme of 13 exceptional international and
Scottish works attended by 41 schools, over 3,800 public
audiences and supported by 54 volunteers alongside the
Imaginate team.

Highlights included:

e Scottish Expo Commission Tongue Twister one man’s
attempt to say tongue twisters in as many different
languages as possible, it is humorous, colourful, rhythmic.
Created and performed by award winning Edinburgh based
artist and musician Greg Sinclair.

e Double You a social experiment around boundaries and
identity that combines circus with acro-dance, parkour and
Chinese pole, performed at Portobello Town Hall.

e When the World Turns, an immersive sensory performance
for ASN audiences, performed at Lyra.

“A rich inspiring experience of live performance: Quality
international performers were relatable for our class who are
from diverse backgrounds; the non-verbal communication
accessible to everyone” Teacher feedback

Our free to access Family Day returned to the National
Museum of Scotland with a programme of ten performances,
including 5 commissions and the large-scale production The
Swings by Edinburgh based aerial company All or Nothing. 3
commissions were co-created with children from North
Edinburgh, Wig Waltz co-created with Forthview Primary,
Freedom co-created with Spartans Community Foundation
and Election co-created and performed by the North
Edinburgh Arts Youth Arts Collective.

“So much to see, non-stop performances to catch in different
parts of the museum, a brilliant taster of some excellent
children's performers.” Audience feedback

We facilitated attendance from families of North Edinburgh
Arts and Spartans to Family Encounters and young people
from Shakti Women'’s Aid to the festival.

Our Delegate Programme, a platform for Scottish based artists,
attended by 311 delegates in person and 56 online from 30
countries.

“The Edinburgh International Children's Festival is a vibrant
and exciting place to interact with quality work made for
children in a space which feels creatively led by the voices of
children and young people.” Delegate feedback

Edinburgh International
Children’s
Festival

24 May - 1)une 2025

[
BOOK NOW

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

2023 2024 2025
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Edinburgh Jazz & Blues Festival [11 to 20 July 2025]

Edinburgh Jazz & Blues Festival 2025 presented 97 public
events across 18 venues in 16 city wards. From concert halls
such Usher Hall and Queens Hall to community centres and
churches such as St Bride’s Centre and St Mark’s Church,
Portobello, residents across the city accessed high-quality
cultural experiences close to home.

Audiences experienced internationally renowned artists such
as Kenny Wayne Shepherd and Julian Lage, alongside extensive
representation from Scotland’s jazz community, with 387
appearances by homegrown musicians including Fergus
McCreadie, Ali Affleck and Tenement Jazz Band. EJBF placed
particular emphasis on new work, delivering seven new
commissions including Colin Steele and Nathan Somevi and
showcasing festival debuts by artists such as Ashwari Panesar
and Timmy Allan.

EJBF.CO.UK

International exchange was strengthened through two major
partnerships: SPARK: Jazz from Luxembourg and the Polish Jazz
Focus. The Edinburgh Napier University Jazz Summer School
provided intensive training for aspiring musicians, culminating
in a festival concert, while Jazz for Kids and Sound Explorers
introduced children and young people to the joy of music-
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min Person - ticketed 25,268 22,492 19,328

making.

Our free and open-access Community Band participated in the
festival for the first time with a concert in St Bride’s Centre.
Our free digital programme removed barriers to attendance
and was viewed in 34 countries. On Sunday 13 July 2025,
Edinburgh Festival Carnival brought more than 800 performers
to West Princes Street Gardens for one of Scotland’s largest
multicultural events. Live performances at the Ross Bandstand
included Cumbiatones and Scrappy Sinon & Tropical Storm
Band. African, Caribbean, Latin American, Chinese and South
Asian community groups performed across the park. Three
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carnival parades —World in One City, Edinburgh Chinese Art &
Culture and the Latin American Community Association of
Edinburgh—took centre stage in the gardens throughout the
day.




The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo [1 to 23 August 2025]

The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo is a world-class event,
rooted in Scottish tradition, offering audiences an experience
like no other. Our vision is to be the world’s greatest immersive
event(s) and every day we strive to produce atmospheric
spectaculars that enrich lives through creativity, connection,
and contribution.

Held on the iconic Edinburgh Castle Esplanade, the Tattoo
features music, precision performances and dance from military
and cultural acts from around the globe. Since its first show in
1950, performers have taken to the Tattoo stage from over 50
countries including New Zealand, France, USA, Australia, and
China.

Set against the stunning backdrop of Edinburgh Castle, lit up
with special projections, over 900 performers take to the stage
across 25 performances throughout August in front of a live
audience each year.

Alongside incredible international performers, audiences also
experience the magnificent sights and sounds of traditional
Scottish music and dance from acts including The Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo Pipes & Drums, Dancers, and Fiddlers.
The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo make significant
contributions, both societal and financial that focus on the
greater good, and the organisation is proud to support several
military and arts charities. To date, over £13M has been
donated.
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Edinburgh International Festival [1 to 24 August 2025]

Through the Community Connections Hub, the Edinburgh
International Festival developed a creative music programme
tailored to address social isolation and collaborated with their
Wellbeing Onto Work (WOW) Programme. NHS Festival
Sessions brought world-renowned orchestras to hospital
settings. Freesheets, online essays, surtitles and the audio
series ‘The Warm Up’ provided expert insight into
performances, removing intellectual and financial barriers. 50%
of tickets were sold for < £30, with concessions available for
under 18s, under 30s, Arts Workers, D/deaf, Disabled and
Neurodivergent audiences. Free essential companion tickets
and £10 affordable tickets were available for every
performance.

The Festival celebrated the 25 years of its flagship education
programme, Art of Listening, which has reached over 23,000
pupils in every ward across Edinburgh. Art of Listening for
Families debuted in 2025. Curriculum linked opportunities were
offered to over 2,000 secondary school pupils through our
Discover series. The Young Musicians Pass provided over 2,650
free tickets for those aged 8-18, living in Scotland, and play an
instrument or sing. The Festival launched its Youth Collective,
whose involvement embedded youth voice across the August
programme. 24 emerging artists were presented in the Rising
Stars programme. Scottish artists shared practice with their
international counterparts through Q&As, post-show talks, and
networking events.

The Festival presented over 2,000 artists and participants from
42 countries, with audiences from 91 nations. It presented 17
world, European, UK, and Scottish premieres. It welcomed
international delegations and hosted the European Festivals
Association annual Arts Summit. The Festival’s free Access Pass
reached a new high of over 2,000 members, and 34 accessible
performances were delivered alongside the Festival’s first
dementia friendly concert. The EIF became the first charity and
the first arts organisation in the UK to achieve British Standards
Institution’s (BSI) Net Zero Pathway verification and hosted
Sustainability in Practice, an industry-leading event at The Hub.

Audience Numbers 2023-2025
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Edinburgh Festival Fringe [1 to 25 August 2025]

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe enables residents across the city
to access meaningful cultural experiences through a wide
range of free and affordable shows and inclusive public Street
Events. In 2025, 60% of shows took place in level-access
venues and nearly 25,000 tickets were issued through the
Fringe Society’s access ticketing service. Thirty-seven local
schools, charities and community groups participated in Fringe
Days Out, removing financial and transport barriers through
vouchers and Lothian Bus tickets.

To strengthen local access, we provided physical community
box offices at North Edinburgh Community Festival, Craigmillar
Community Festival and the Grassmarket Project, and
delivered three free Fringe events at the Royal Hospital for
Children and Young People, The Yard, and the Broomhouse
Street Party. Community participation was further supported
through Fringe in Communities and ASN Fringe, co-creating
work with young people from the Multi-Cultural Family Base
and Oaklands School. The Community Stage returned with
record engagement, showcasing 222 local participants on the
High Street.

The Fringe remains a key platform for creative development,
supporting early-career artists through mentoring, assistant
artist roles and skills development. Seventeen Edinburgh
secondary school pupils engaged in year-round industry
insight, workshops and work experience, supported by
Edinburgh College and Fringe venues.

With artists from 62 countries, over 1,000 media professionals
from 36 countries, and 1,700 arts industry delegates from 68
countries, the Fringe reinforces Edinburgh’s position as a
world-leading cultural capital. Sustainability measures included
the use of renewable energy where possible and enhanced
recycling infrastructure across Street Events, while local

diversity was celebrated through community-led programming.
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Edinburgh Art Festival [07 to 24 August 2025]

EAF25 delivered a citywide, largely free programme across
galleries, museums, public spaces and community venues,
ensuring access to high quality visual art in neighbourhoods
across Edinburgh. Working with over 45 partner venues, the
Festival presented 80+ exhibitions and events, removing cost
barriers and embedding access support across the programme.
Civic Engagement activity focused on co creation with
underrepresented communities, prioritising trauma informed
practice, fair pay, and long term relationships. 74% of the
programme, across Festival-led, Civic, and Partner, was free.
These approaches enabled residents to shape cultural provision
in their local areas and supported meaningful participation
beyond attendance.

EAF25 provided significant professional opportunities for
creative and cultural workers at all career stages. We welcomed
245+ artists from across Europe, Asia, Australia & Oceania,
Africa, North & South America. Commissions, residencies and
public commissions supported early career and established
artists to develop ambitious new work, alongside mentoring,
curatorial dialogue and national/international visibility. The
Festival’s Early Career Artist-in-Residence and Civic Engagement
Programmes foregrounded fair work, access, and safeguarding,
contributing to Edinburgh’s reputation as a supportive place to
build a creative career. We also partnered with ArtFund to
provide opportunities for students to have paid work as
Programme Assistants throughout the festival.

As the UK’s largest annual visual arts festival, EAF25 attracted
international attention and audiences, reinforcing Edinburgh’s
position as a global cultural capital. The programme celebrated
diverse, intersectional voices and addressed urgent themes
including environmental politics, postcolonial histories and
gueer culture. Sustainability measures - reduced print, local
partnerships, low carbon travel and waste reduction -
supported Edinburgh’s ambition to be an environmentally
responsible host city where ideas are exchanged freely and the
diversity of its residents is celebrated.

ARTEESTIVAL.COM
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Edinburgh International Book Festival [09 to 24 August 2025]

In 2025, the Edinburgh International Book Festival welcomed
160,000 visitors, with 52% of audiences living in Edinburgh.
Accessibility and local participation were central to delivery,
with 118 free or Pay What You Can events, a new £5 ticket
option, and 91 library watch parties across Scotland supporting
broad access.

On-site, the introduction of a Kids’ Zone, Families Hangout, and
Book Nook created welcoming spaces for families and
community groups, while Repair Sheds hosted 38 free drop-in
sessions with local organisations (such as the Edinburgh
Remakery) , embedding community-led activity within the
Festival. Beyond August, year-round Communities work
delivered 400+ sessions engaging over 1,500 participants.This
autumn alone, we’ve already delivered 40 sessions in eight care
homes across the city in partnership with Edinburgh Council’s
Mobile Library service, and 21 creative workshops with young
people at Liberton High School Library, reaching over 200
pupils... with more libraries joining from early 2026.

The Festival supported creative practitioners at all stages of
their careers. In 2025, we welcomed 682 authors and invested
in a wide range of freelancers, seasonal staff, and suppliers,
ensuring all participating authors, illustrators, and chairs were
paid for their work. Alongside this, 21 young people from across
Edinburgh developed their creative writing skills over a 28-week
programme, receiving mentoring from writer Ryan Van Winkle.
Participants remain connected to the Book Festival for a year,
gaining exposure to local cultural events and learning from
guest speakers, supporting longer-term creative development
in the city.

Through our industry strand Global Ink, and partnerships with
Edinburgh-based organisations such as Publishing Scotland,
literary and publishing professionals engaged in sector
exchange, skills-sharing, and international networking. Over
100 industry guests attended a dedicated reception welcoming
international delegates, strengthening professional networks
and creating pathways for future collaboration.

With audiences from 63 countries online, 115 international
authors, and 18 international partners, the 2025 Festival
reinforced Edinburgh’s global cultural standing. Environmentally
responsible delivery included a low-carbon travel initiative,
achieving emissions reductions of up to 32% per author,
alongside a commitment to material reuse and repair-focused
programming.
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Edinburgh International Film Festival [14 to 20 August 2025]

The 78th Edinburgh International Film Festival took place 14-20
August 2025, working in partnership with the newly reopened
Filmhouse as well as Cameo, Vue Omni, National Galleries of
Scotland, Tollcross Central Hall and Summerhall. With six key
venues across the city and activity across seven wards, located
near train and tram stations as well as vehicle and bicycle
parking, Festival attendance options were plentiful and
convenient for Edinburgh residents regardless of where they
live and work. Affordable ticketing options were available
across the programme, all venues were physically accessible
and access advice was available via the Fringe’s dedicated
access bookings team. Accessibility measures included Audio
Description (AD) at 18 screenings, captions (SDH) and BSL
interpretation at 28 screenings, live captioning and BSL
interpretation at 15 live events, widening opportunities for
participation and strengthening opportunities to attend the
festival from an accessibility and practical perspective.

The Festival welcomed 532 filmmaker guests, industry
delegates, and accredited press, enhancing the city’s
reputation as a strong environment for culture. This is
evidenced as a trend in programme statistics, showing a 37%
increase in admissions from 2024 to reach 16,400 in 2025. The
programme welcomed 43 New Feature Films (+16% from 2024)
which contributed to 272 screenings and events (+45% from
2024), enhancing the offer available to Edinburgh residents.

Cultural significance is further evidenced in the Festival’s
international impact, with 37 countries represented (+12%
from 2024,) and 46 World Premieres at the Festival (+35% from
2024) clearly demonstrating a trend of increasing trust and
international significance for the rejuvenated Festival. The
Festival programme explored a diverse range of social,
economic and political themes, including stories emerging from
underrepresented and economically marginalised groups and
films with non-professional casts from the communities
represented. The programme included films with diverse casts
and crews, spotlighting marginalised ethnic groups, racial
diasporas and multicultural communities. Disabled and
neurodivergent perspectives were foregrounded in a range of
films exploring subjectivity and challenging normativity and
preconceptions.

14 ———— 20 August 2025
edfilmfest.org
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Scottish International Storytelling Festival [22 Oct to 01 Nov 2025]

The Scottish International Storytelling Festival 2025 had a
strong international and ecological theme, Lights of the North,
welcoming guests from Finland, the Baltic, Sweden, Norway,
Denmark, Northern Germany, Ireland and Iceland. This spread
was facilitated by strong partnerships with Consulates and
Cultural Institutes, as well as international links with other
storytelling festivals and organisations. The international guests
also toured to local venues, and were warmly welcomed at
well-attended sessions. The northern cultural theme was also
reflected in the popular Festival Exhibition at the Scottish
Storytelling Centre displaying work by the 2025 programme
illustrator Hester Aspland, a recent graduate of Edinburgh
College of Art.

SISF 2025 expanded its workshop and professional
development programme, and in introduced a number of
emergent/young storytellers in collaboration with FEST
(European Storytelling Federation). This programme was a sell-
out and will be sustained and expanded in future years.

SISF 25 also expanded out provision for the deaf community
with screened transcription, BSL interpreted events, and BSL
storyteller led events.

The Festival’s Go Local strand was strong in Edinburgh,
partnering with the National Museum, the National Library (as
part of its centenary celebrations), the Royal Botanic Gardens,
the Beltane Fire Society and others. In addition storytelling
sessions were provided for local organisations through the
Story Ripple initiative exchanging a free locally based
performance in return for a community good deed.

In these different ways The Scottish International Storytelling
Festival 2025 fulfilled its purposes of international and
community connection, and inclusion, through creative
engagement and excellence, contributing to Edinburgh’s
distinctive role as a Festival City, and one with high creative and
educational objectives. All this is enabled by storytelling as an
accessible artform nurturing core creative skills.

OTT

I | SCOTTISH
.|ll|ll INTERNATIONAL
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Edinburgh’s Hogmanay [29 Dec 2026 to 01 Jan 2026]

For over 30 years, Edinburgh’s Hogmanay has welcomed
revellers from around the world to celebrate the New Year in
the heart of the historic city. The festival is filled with a
spectacular programme of events honouring Hogmanay
traditions, old and new, featuring the traditional Torchlight
Procession, headline “Concert in the Gardens” beneath
Edinburgh Castle, and the world-famous Street Party with live
bands, DJ’s, street theatre and unforgettable Midnight
Fireworks from Edinburgh Castle. The festival culminates with a
packed New Year’s Day of free events with live music and
family events throughout the city.

Previous iterations of the Summer Festivals Scorecard have
featured details including Hogmanay, to give a fuller picture of
Edinburgh’s year-round festivals. Due to the earlier publishing
date of the 2025 Scorecard, Edinburgh’s Hogmanay figures are
not yet available. Figures contained within this report have
omitted Hogmanay data to give a truer representation of the
Summer Festival season.

The Winter Festivals Annual Report will be presented to
Culture and Communities Committee in May 2026. o TR
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