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FESTIVALS 2023 – ACTIVITY SUMMARY 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Edinburgh’s eleven major festivals (described in Table 1) take place throughout the year, bringing cultural, 
social, employment and economic benefit to the citizens of the city and region.  This brief overview highlights 
their 2023 activity in individual summaries presented in date order. The data contained in this report was 
provided by the City of Edinburgh Council from submissions made to them by the individual festivals listed 
below. 
 
 
Table 1: Edinburgh’s Eleven Festivals, by date: 
 

Festival 2023 Dates Brief Description 

Spring Festivals  

Edinburgh Science Festival   1 - 16 April The world’s first science festival and one of Europe’s largest  

Edinburgh International 
Children’s Festival  

27 May 4 June World renowned children’s festival presenting exceptional 
theatre and dance for young audiences 

Summer Festivals  
Edinburgh Jazz & Blues 
Festival  

14 – 23 July The UK’s largest independently run jazz and blues festival 

Edinburgh Art Festival  11 – 27 August The UK’s largest annual festival of visual arts, including a 
programme of public realm commissions 

Royal Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo  

4 – 26 August An iconic Edinburgh institution and one of Scotland’s leading 
cultural brands 

Edinburgh International 
Festival  

4 – 27 August Founded in 1947, the world’s leading performing arts 
festival, featuring the finest performers in dance, opera, 
music and theatre 

Edinburgh Festival Fringe  4 – 28 August One of the world’s great celebrations of performing arts, 
with a purpose to give anyone a stage and everyone a seat, 
inspiring a global movement of 300 Fringe Festivals 

Edinburgh International Film 
Festival  

18 – 23 August The world’s longest continually running film festival, 
emphasising new talent, discovery and innovation 

Edinburgh International 
Book Festival  

12 – 28 August A world leading celebration of books and ideas 

Autumn/Winter Festivals  
Scottish International 
Storytelling Festival  

13– 29 October Inspired by Scottish tradition and centred around the 
world’s first purpose-built centre for storytelling 

Edinburgh’s Hogmanay 29 December – 1 
January 

Edinburgh’s iconic New Year party, highlighted as one of the 
‘top 100 things to do before you die’  
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OVERVIEW  

  

Throughout 2023 Edinburgh audiences remained the lifeblood of the festivals as the single biggest audience 
segment – with over 800,000 tickets issued to local residents; 30,000 free tickets issued to targeted groups; 
15,000 school pupils attending summer festivals; and collaborations with 100+ local partners to open up access 
to work with, by and for communities. 
 
The truly global offer of the Edinburgh Festivals was also sustained in 2023 with over 70 countries represented 
across the festivals. The level of international industry and diplomatic interest markedly increased in 2023, with 
e.g. performance showcases from 17 countries featuring at the Fringe, and the International Festival hosting 21 
international delegations.  

 
There was the warmest critical reception in years for the quality of work on show in Edinburgh in 2023, and the 
breadth of the offer held up in terms of show numbers - over 4000 events, with more than 1000 from Scottish 
artists - despite the escalating challenges of affordability and finding accommodation. 
 
The festivals are an even stronger draw post-pandemic thanks to their unique, ‘must see’ reputations. This is 
demonstrated by this summer’s study showing nearly 20% higher real-terms economic impacts, despite 
audiences c25% lower than pre-pandemic – which supports regrowth of jobs and livelihoods.  The experience 
of recent years has helped to create more spacious Fringe Street performance sites, and to activate new sites 
such as the Film Festival at Edinburgh University’s Old College, and the Book Festival at Edinburgh College of 
Art.   
 
However, ticket buying habits were disrupted by ongoing Covid issues and the cost-of-living crisis – booking 
continues to be later and for fewer shows on average, with some festivals seeing a lower level of repeat 
business year on year. This increases the fragility of business models in recovery, with the increasing costs of 
security also putting free-to-access public realm celebrations at risk. 
 

Table 2: Attendances and Attendees at Edinburgh’s Festivals  

Year  Attendance  Attendees  Attendances per Attendee  

2010  4,272,000  1,008,000  4.2  

2015  4,538,000  1,071,000  4.2  

2023 3,447,973  749,559  4.6  

  
The table above shows the total attendances and the number of unique attendees for the 2010, 2015 and 2023 
studies. The data for attendances has been provided by the individual Festivals. The number of attendees is 
derived from the survey data on the number of events attended/per visitor type as reported in the Festivals 
latest economic impact study, noting that this figure was originally calculated for the 2022 calendar year as 
part of the latest festivals economic impact study and has been deemed a useful proxy for the 2023 calendar 
year. [Source: BOP Consulting 2023].  
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INDIVIDUAL FESTIVAL REPORTS 
 

Edinburgh Science Festival [1-16 April 2023] 
• Providing access to world-class culture by programming 134 

events (over 35% free) in 31 Edinburgh venues for 144,501 
visitors. 

• Engaging with local community-based organisations 
through our free Beyond The Festival programme and City 
Art Centre School Days. Reaching 2,309 people through 
community outreach and welcoming 952 primary school 
pupils from disadvantaged communities to enjoy a free visit 
to City Art Centre. 

• Increasing accessibility provision across Festival venues and 
events including BSL interpretations, relaxed performances 
and translated materials to promote greater inclusion for 
cultural provision. 

• Continuing to invest and support the development of 
Edinburgh’s cultural and creative sector. Featuring or 
commissioning 26 arts focused events (three stand-alone 
artwork/installations, 14 exhibitions, three films and six 
shows, talks or workshops). Offering local cultural 
employment opportunities (92 Science Communicators). 
Offering opportunities to creative practitioners through 
displaying artwork in City Arts Centre and programming 
family theatre shows. 

• Providing visitors with a deep dive into the wonder and 
diversity of life through interactive displays, hands-on 
activities and art pieces through a high-profile, free, 
exhibition - Experimental Life - at the National Museum of 
Scotland,  

• Commissioning Edinburgh-based collective We Throw 
Switches (in collaboration with artist Robin Baumgarten) to 
develop the interactive art installation Trees of Life which 
formed the centrepiece to Experimental Life. 

• Continuing to co-operate with their major venue partners: 
Dynamic Earth; National Museum of Scotland; Royal Botanic 
Gardens Edinburgh; Royal Zoological Society Edinburgh; 
Edinburgh University; Summerhall); and a further 18 smaller 
local and national art-based partners. 

• A national media campaign including a feature on film 
When Fish Begin to Crawl on BBC Radio Scotland. 

• Showcasing Edinburgh’s cultural success and their 
experience in programming public cultural events by 
working with the Getty Foundation to programme the PST 
ART x Science Family Festival in Los Angeles in November 
2024. 
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Edinburgh International Children’s Festival [27 May to 4 June 2023] 
A performance programme of 14 exceptional international and 
national work. Highlights include their two Scottish Expo 
Commissions, an international work for ASN audiences, Hello 
Hands and Feet, performed at Lyra and loved by ASN schools’ 
audiences, and risk-taking work Der Lauf. There was a spotlight 
on Flemish work, supported by the Flanders Department of 
Culture and the Flemish Embassy.  
 
Their first Expo commission came through their Accelerator 
programme, Protest by award winning writer Hannah Lavery, a 
co-production with Northern Stage, National Theatre of Scotland 
and Fuel. The work explores what it takes to make a difference, 
the power of friendship, and the importance of believing in your 
own voice. It received excellent reviews and audience feedback. 
 
'A stirring drama of waking up to injustice and trying to right 

it.' The Guardian ★★★★  
 
Their second Expo commission Too Close to the Sun, from highly 
acclaimed Barrowland Ballet, is about the power of imagination 
and the sheer determination that lets you fly when forces all 
around are weighing you down.  
 
“A dance with an exquisite edge of balletic poetry... interwoven 
with imagery that takes us to the heart of young people's anxiety 
about what humankind has done to the planet.” The Scotsman 

★★★★  
 
Their free to access Family Encounters event returned to the 
National Museum of Scotland with a programme of nine 
performances, including 2 commissions, both led by Edinburgh 
artists. Other performances ranged from The Chosen performed 
on Chinese Poles, to the tongue twisting antics of Seashells. We 
facilitated attendance for Multicultural Family Base. 
 
“Loved Seashells (hilarious) and The Chosen (amazing, so 
beautiful). Thank you so much for bringing this magic and joy to 
the museum each year for free.” Audience at Family Encounters 
 
Their live Delegate Programme returned with 329 in-person 
delegates and 41 online delegates from 27 countries. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.imaginate.org.uk/artists/projects/accelerator
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Edinburgh Jazz & Blues Festival [14 – 23 July 2023] 
The 2023 edition of Edinburgh Jazz and Blues Festival consisted 
of 122 events across 21 venues. Taking place in all city wards, 
the programme featured international stars like Lakecia 
Benjamin, Theon Cross, Tcha Limberger, Ibibio Sound Machine, 
The Original Pinettes Brass Band as well as a strong programme 
of Scottish bands including Colin Steele Stramash, Fergus 
McCreadie Trio, kitti and Georgia Cecile.  
 
Venues ranged from Festival Theatre to Leith Dockers, by way of 
Patina, Murrayfield Church and Heriots Rugby Club. St Bride’s 
Centre was a core venue for the Festival for the first time. 
Working with Oslo Jazz Festival, the Consulate General of 
Norway and Music Norway the Festival programmed a series of 
Norwegian concerts under the SPARK banner. Two Scottish 
Norwegian bands were developed as part of the series. The 
Festival also programmed Italian and Belgian musicians working 
with their respective export agencies as well as developing some 
mini touring partnerships with Brassed and Copenhagen Mardi 
Gras.  
 
The 2023 Mardi Gras attracted capacity crowds for an afternoon 
of free music in the Grassmarket. 25 students attended the 
Edinburgh University Napier Summer School under the direction 
of Sue McKenzie. Reviewers from New York City Jazz Record 
Magazine and London Jazz Blog attended the Festival. 
 
Moving into West Princes Street Gardens, the Edinburgh Festival 
Carnival featured over 800 participants from across the city and 
internationally. Participating groups included Nepal Scotland 
Association, Latin American Cultural Association of Edinburgh, 
Goodtrees Youth Group as well as practitioners from South 
Africa and Brazil. Community groups were showcasing work that 
they had be developing during the year with co-curated 
workshop support from the Carnival. The Festival received 
funding from the Consulate general of Brazil in Edinburgh and 
the British Council. They also employed four young carnival 
workers with support from the Incubator fund to develop their 
creative and management skills. 
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Edinburgh Art Festival [11 - 27 August 2023] 
The 19th edition of EAF showcased over 55 ambitious projects 
and exhibitions across more than 35 venues in partnership with 
the most innovative and renowned organisations working in 
visual art in Edinburgh. 2023 also saw the first programme 
delivered by new festival director, Kim McAleese.   
  
The 2023 programme was a reflection of EAF’s desire to evolve 
the festival’s vision and purpose, focusing on questions such as 
what a festival could look like that is rooted in Edinburgh and 
connects to its residents whilst also balancing this with a global 
dialogue. It asked how we can connect with and find mutual 
support internationally, platforming artists, individuals and 
communities who can find alternative ways to resist.   
  
Focused around three weekends, special events punctuated the 
run of the festival, including readings, screenings, parties and live 
performances, alongside the wider offering of exhibitions and 
commissions. EAF also presented a deep civic engagement 
programme, working across the city with communities we have 
long-standing relationships with, and especially in Wester Hailes. 
  
The work in 2023 included:  

• The World Performance Premiere of ‘History of the Present’, 
an opera-film co-directed by Northern Irish writer Maria 
Fusco and Scottish film-maker Margaret Salmon. Attendance 
was free for 100% of audiences and was completely sold out 
with a packed house of 500 attendees at Queen’s Hall.   

• Sean Burns’ Dorothy Towers, a film about queer community 
building in Birmingham. In Edinburgh the work was co-
programmed with Lavender Menace Queer Bookshop, 
Lothian Health Services Archives and in dialogue with queer 
communities in the city. 

• Platform, EAF’s dedicated opportunity for early career artists 
in Scotland. In its 9th year, showcased the work of emerging 
Scottish artists Aqsa Arif, Crystal Bennes, Richard Maguire 
and Rudy Kanhye with an exhibition and events programme.  

• To coincide with the solo exhibition “create dangerously” at 
the National Galleries of Scotland, EAF commissioned a new 
performance giving focus to the strength of contemporary 
Black women. 

• In partnership with TULCA Festival of the Visual Arts 
(Ireland), they presented a new performance by Nat Raha, 
addressing the history and development of island prisons 
through the colonial project of the British Empire.  

• EAF collaborated with The Skinny on the Scottish Emerging 
Writers Programme for a second year to commission four 
emerging writers and critics based in Scotland.  
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• Jupiter Rising joined forces with EAF to throw a one-night 
only party in Edinburgh curated by artist Lindsey Mendick, 
who presented their first solo show in Scotland at Jupiter 
Artland this year, and collective Bonjour, a queer workers co-
op based in Glasgow. 

• Working with The Common Guild and Leith Library, EAF 
presented an illuminated artwork by Rabiya Choudhry on the 
exterior of the building, which is now becoming a permanent 
commission. 

• Working together with Collective gallery, EAF presented 
BEAST!, a performance work by the French artist Tarek 
Lakhrissi, to accompany their solo show ‘I wear my wounds 
on my tongue (II)’at Collective. 
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Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo [4 – 26 August 2023] 
The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo is a world-class event, 
rooted in Scottish tradition, offering audiences an experience 
like no other. Their vision is to be the world’s greatest 
immersive event(s) and every day they strive to produce 
atmospheric spectaculars that enrich lives through creativity, 
connection, and contribution.  
 
Held on the iconic Edinburgh Castle Esplanade, the Tattoo 
features music, precision performances and dance from 
military and cultural acts from around the globe. Since its first 
show in 1950, performers have taken to the Tattoo stage 
from over 50 countries including New Zealand, France, USA, 
Australia, and China.  
 
Set against the stunning backdrop of Edinburgh Castle, lit up 
with special projections, over 900 performers take to the 
stage across 25 performances throughout August in front of a 
live audience of around 220,000 each year.  
 
Alongside incredible international performers, audiences also 
experience the magnificent sights and sounds of traditional 
Scottish music and dance from acts including The Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo Pipes & Drums, Dancers, and 
Fiddlers.  
 
The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo make significant 
contributions, both societal and financial that focus on the 
greater good, and the organisation is proud to support several 
military and arts charities. To date, over £12.5M has been 
donated. 
 
 

 
 

 
NOTE: The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo did not 
take place in 2021 due to the impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
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Edinburgh International Festival [4 – 27 August 2023] 
The 2023 programme comprised 289 performances (including 
4 world and 5 UK premiers) across music, dance and theatre 
to give all audiences, of any background or perspective, 
access to the world’s greatest artists. An expansive 
programme of free talks and debates, participatory events 
and intimate concerts brought artists and audiences closer 
than ever before. 
 
124,000 attendees were welcomed to their venues, and over 
7,300 engagements with young people and communities were 
facilitated through their Learning and Engagement activities. 
EIF offered 25 accessible performances and their Access Pass 
initiative reached a record membership of 600. Community 
initiatives took inspiration from the artistic programme: 
 

• 415 children visited The Lost Lending Library and 
participated in storytelling workshops.  

• 1,085 NHS staff, visitors and patients enjoyed pop-up 
performances from the London Symphony Orchestra.   

• Culture Clubs took place with partners Deaf Action, 
Vintage Vibes and The Welcoming.   

 
The Festival presented over 2,500 artists of 50 nationalities 
(including 1,000 amateur and professional Scottish artists). To 
platform emerging Scottish talent, a company of 25 young, 
pre-professional dancers were selected to rehearse and 
perform alongside Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater during 
their Festival performances at the Festival Theatre. 
 
Over 500 Scottish suppliers helped deliver the 2023 Festival 
and 50% of total expenditure was reinvested in Scotland. EIF 
worked collaboratively at all levels of government — local and 
national. Their Focus on Korea programme, delivered in 
partnership with the Korean Cultural Centre, highlighted their 
enduring commitment to connect people and cultures. EIF 
welcomed over 20 international delegations including 
ministers, ambassadors, city leaders and other international 
festivals. 
 
The 2023 Festival garnered high-profile and far-reaching 
coverage across media platforms in Scotland, the UK and 
internationally – demonstrating EIF’s reach and leading 
reputation worldwide. 2023 saw a 41% increase in media 
coverage compared with 2021, and 63% viewer increase of 
social media. 
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Edinburgh Festival Fringe [4 – 28 August 2023] 
In 2023, the Fringe saw the return of pre-covid services that 
support the wider Fringe infrastructure and improve 
accessibility for audiences.  
 
The Fringe app was relaunched after great demand for its 
return in 2022 and saw new features introduced, including a 
shake to search option and an e-wallet to store ticket QR 
codes. The app has been downloaded over 100,000 times and 
is in development for 2024. They also brought back Half Price 
Hut tickets, issued from their in-person Box Office which 
helped provide audiences with discounted tickets to try 
something new.  
 
The Fringe continue to have a strong relationship with 32 local 
community partners that has resulted in a 91% redemption 
rate on their Fringe Days Out project – the highest 
redemption rate in the project’s history. While these figures 
show a clear benefit to communities in Edinburgh, many of 
whom were previously disengaged and underrepresented in 
Fringe audiences, the project also benefits Fringe Artists, 
giving them a broader audience to discover their work and 
engage with.  
 
Alongside Fringe Days Out, they also continue to work with 
artists and local communities throughout the rest of the year, 
with the Fringe in Communities and Fringe in Schools projects 
giving residencies to four artists to two community groups 
and two ASN schools with mentoring support included.  
 
Finally, 2023 saw the introduction of a pilot fund called “Keep 
it Fringe” that allowed them to provide 50x Fringe 
productions with a £2,000 grant each alongside TikTok credits 
and return train travel to support their coming to the festival. 
There was great demand and need for the fund, with over 670 
applications in the initial year, and their hope is to fundraise 
for further financial support to continue the fund every year 
and widen its reach. 
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Edinburgh International Film Festival [18 – 23 August 2023] 
Hosted by Edinburgh International Festival, Edinburgh 
International Film Festival (EIFF) set out this year to keep the 
flame of independent cinema burning bright in the city, 
delivering a six-day festival from 18–23 August with a bold and 
tightly curated programme of 24 new feature films, 5 
retrospective titles, 5 short film programmes alongside an 
outdoor screening weekend at Old College Quad at The 
University of Edinburgh which included 7 further features.  
 

With a compact programme of films, this EIFF edition 
concentrated on depth of engagement for audiences and 
participants, with discussion events such as Encounters panels 
mixing guest filmmakers with writers, artists and performers, a 
Sunday Salon conversation between Ira Sachs and Brandon 
Taylor, and the launch of The Lynda Myles Project: A Manifesto, 
providing audiences with space to be a part of an ongoing 
conversation that places dialogue at the centre of the Festival 
and positions cinema in conversation with other artforms. 
 

Feedback from arts and creative practitioners attending the 
Festival has involved praise for EIFF as a place to gather, share 
ideas and champion the spirit of independent cinema with well-
attended events such as Talent Assemble, delivered in 
partnership with BBC Film, BBC Scotland and MG Alba, and the 
Scottish Shorts Reception supported by Edinburgh Napier 
University, showing that EIFF continues to be a cherished place 
at the forefront of building filmmaking relationships. A 
collaboration with Curate-It and a series of Critical Writing 
Commissions also enabled the Festival to support two emerging 
film curators and nine writers based in Scotland, broadening the 
voices and perspectives engaging with the Festival. 
 

The Festival kicked off on 18 August with Silent Roar, a film that 
places Scottish culture at the heart of a wave of new 
independent filmmaking whilst Closing Night 
film Fremont capped off an international selection that included 
work from celebrated arthouse directors Kelly Reichardt, Ira 
Sachs, Cauleen Smith, and Christian Petzold, and showcased 
work from Argentina, Brazil, China, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Hong Kong, India, Japan, South Korea, and the United States. 
 

Every film screening was introduced by a member of the 
programme team, and BSL interpretation was offered at all 
screenings that were presented with Descriptive Subtitles. The 
Festival welcomed over 75 guests to present their films. Media 
partnerships with The Skinny, The List, The Scotsman and Screen 
International ensured promotion of Edinburgh’s cultural offering 
locally, nationally and internationally. 

 
 

 
NOTE: The CMI, parent organisation of the Film 
Festival, went into administration on 6 October 
2022 and consequently no figures were available 
for the 2022 festival. 
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Edinburgh International Book Festival [12 – 28 August 2023] 
2023 marked the 40th anniversary of the Book Festival. The 
Festival celebrated ‘The Joy of Words’ from its site at The 
Edinburgh College of Art and invited audiences to share their 
favourite moments and encounters at the Book Festival from 
over the years. These memories were collected in an online 
scrapbook for others to enjoy.  
 
The Festival included over 570 events for adults, children, 
communities and industry professionals. Over 470 authors, 
performers, musicians, and thinkers from 49 countries 
participated. Many events were available to watch online, 
reaching audiences across the world and maintaining the 
Festival’s position as a champion of accessibility. Several in-
person events were also available on a Pay What You Can basis 
across the programme, and British Sign Language and live 
captioning was offered for a wide range of events. 
 
The Communities programme provided opportunities for 
authors to meet readers within community settings, including 
HMP Edinburgh and Shotts. Audiences engaged with Edinburgh 
communities at a daily free event held onsite - ‘Our City, Our 
Stories’ - which showcased the work and stories of people who 
have participated in the Festival’s community projects.  
 
Opportunities for professional development were also offered 
through the Festival’s Business of Books strand, a programme 
which supports anyone interested or involved in the publishing 
and literary sector. From Pay What You can workshops including 
A Beginner’s Guide to Performance Poetry and Building a Writing 
Career, this programme also showcased a prize for Scottish 
spoken word talent by means of a ‘Grand Final Slam’. This sold-
out event raised the profile of Scotland’s spoken word artists and 
also Edinburgh-based production and entertainment company, 
Loud Poets, with whom the event was run in partnership. 
Subsequently the Book Festival and Loud Poets won the 2023 
Creative Edinburgh Collaboration Award for this event 
 
Programming innovations for 2023 also included the culmination 
of the third edition of Outriders – ‘Outriders Europe’. This 
project, which has cultivated collaborative opportunities for 
Scottish writers and fostered strong international relations for 
the Festival, saw four Scottish writers (including Edinburgh based 
author Mara Menzies) join four European writers for journeys 
across Europe. Travelling routes across countries from Poland to 
Romania, the eight writers appeared at the 2023 Book Festival to 
discuss their experiences and the work they created in response.   
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The success of the Outriders Europe project was celebrated at a 
reception were Outriders participants, international Momentum 
delegates and the Minister for Culture, Europe and International 
Development reflected on the value and importance of 
international collaboration. 
 
The Festival’s Schools Programme featured special events for 
primary and secondary schools to help keep young minds active 
and inspired. All schools could attend entirely free of charge and 
pupils attending the Festival in-person received a free book 
during their visit. Events explored a variety of curriculum-led 
topics from some of the best authors, illustrators and thinkers 
writing for children and young people today, allowing children to 
engage with books and stories in a fun and accessible way.  
 
The Festival closed with Schools Gala Day on Tuesday 29 August.  
Again, pupils attending in-person received a free book, which 
they could get signed by the author, and a free goody bag.  
 

  



Page 14 of 15 
 

Scottish International Storytelling Festival [13 – 29 October 2023] 
SISF 2023 RIGHT TO BE HUMAN was inspired by the 75th 
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This 
theme proved timely due to international events, and the 
Scottish Government consultation on extending human rights 
legislation. 
 
Ten performances were commissioned from storytellers and 
associated artists to explore a contemporary aspect of human 
rights, nationally and internationally. These proved popular with 
artists, audiences and media. In addition, there were online 
workshops on children’s, environmental and cultural rights.  
 
Inclusion was at the heart of SISF 2023 with ticket prices again 
held at accessible levels along with Festival passes, family tickets, 
and free events. Performances took place at the Royal Hospital 
for Children and Young People; there were partnerships with 
Deaf Action and the Scottish Association for Mental Health; and 
a programme of co-created events with refugees which were 
supported by EVOC.  The Story Ripple offered free events in local 
venues to schools and community organisations.  Eco-Cinderella 
was a free multi-cultural celebration at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens involving diverse storytellers and audiences. 
 
Following on its successful Blue City film about Edinburgh’s 
coastline, SISF 2023 has produced Green City- Healing and Hope 
featuring stories of community led green spaces across the city. 
 
RIGHT TO BE HUMAN also spread out across Scotland and 
attracted international guests live and online. In accord with the 
theme the main international guest were Sami storytellers and 
musicians who came in partnership with the Royal Norwegian 
Consulate. 
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Edinburgh’s Hogmanay [29 December 2023 – 1 January 2024] 
Edinburgh’s Hogmanay - Scotland’s New Year Festival is the 
capital’s official New Year celebrations marking the new year, 
cementing Edinburgh as the Home of Hogmanay with a 
spectacular four-day programme. 

 

At the heart of the festival is the Midnight Moment from 
Edinburgh Castle… still THE iconic image of Scotland’s New Year, 
recognised globally. The Moment comprises fireworks, lights and 
projection from Edinburgh Castle and Castle Rock before a mass 
rendition of Auld Lang Syne. It provides the centrepiece for the 
Hogmanay Concert hosting festival headliners (Pulp) and the 
Hogmanay Street Party presenting an array of onstage Scottish 
musicians (inc. Kinnaris, Elephant Sessions) as well as 
promenading local street performers and musicians (inc. 
Edinburgh Noise Committee). Headline artists are essential for 
media profile, attracting audiences and helping to promote the 
full festival while Scottish musicians ensure a truly Scottish 
Hogmanay experience. 
 

The Street Party is the flagship attraction, recognised globally as 
a ‘bucket list’ event, and has a significant role to play in 
attracting and entertaining both local and international 
audiences. While the Midnight Moment is broadcast by BBC 
Scotland as part of their Hogmanay Live show with highlights 
broadcast around the globe included in News roundups.  
 

The festival opens with the Torchlight Procession, engaging with 
many of the city’s fire performers, street musicians and 
performers providing entertainment along the illuminated route 
from the Meadows to the Castle. Creating a river of fire through 
the Old Town, it sets the tone of the New Year celebrations and 
shows the city in its best light. Participants Carry a Torch for 
Charity, working with local charity Social Bite to help Shine a 
light on Homelessness. Various smaller ticketed events included 
outdoor concerts, church concerts, screenings and a series of 
indoor shows in the Assembly Rooms.  
 

The final day saw audiences enjoy a First Footin’ Cultural Trail 
and Sprogmanay Family Programme. Supported by the Scottish 
Government EXPO Fund, this free New Year’s Day programme 
curated in partnership with leading Scottish musician and artist 
Aidan O’Rourke presented established and up-and-coming artists 
across the Old and New Towns using existing venues and 
buildings to showcase known and emerging Scottish music, 
culture and art, celebrating the city’s rich heritage and New Year 
traditions. 

 
 

NOTE: Edinburgh’s Hogmanay did not take place 
in 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
 


